
HOUSTON COUNTY 
 

AIRPORTS 

  Joint city-county authority established--1961, 2374 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Cottonwood dispensary established--1903, 453 

  Dispensary established--1907, 297 

  Draft or keg beer, sale authorized, referendum--2006-363, 958 

  Gordon dispensary established--1903, 155 

  Liquor revenues for schools--1907, 292 

  Prohibition, imposed--1907, 460, 565 

  Sale on Sunday authorized, referendum--2009-397, 722 

  Sale on Sunday, municipalities, except Dothan, may opt out--2015-117 

  Sale on Sunday, off-premises consumption, referendum--2015-117 

  Sale prohibited at any establishment that permits certain types of entertainment or nudity--2009-817, 1st 

Sp. Sess., 2544 

  Sale regulated--1978, 1192; amended and reenacted--1978, 1822, 2nd Sp. Sess., amended, referendum--

2009-397, 722 

 

ASHFORD--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

AVON--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

BANKS 

  Branch banks authorized--1962, 50; 87-504, 762 

 

BINGO 

  Bingo regulated--93-532, 871; repealed and reestablished--95-420, 910 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 569--94-606, 1120 (ratified 1994)--Bingo regulated. 

 

BLUE LAWS 

  Sundays and holidays, certain activities permitted--(GBLA) 1976, 451 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS--See also BOARD OF REVENUE; BOARD OF REVENUE AND 

CONTROL; COUNTY COMMISSION; COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

  Compensation--1973, 934 

  Created--1969, 1674 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

  Compensation--(GBLA) 1963, 611, 659; (GBLA) 1971, 1954 

  Election--(GBLA) 1977, 475 

  Expense allowance--1971, 1634; repealed--83-712, 1156 

  Office furniture and equipment--(GBLA) 1977, 477 

 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

  Compensation and meeting days--1971, 1434; amended--84-640, 1290 

  Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 1645; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1934 

 



BOARD OF HEALTH 

  Fees for certain services--88-286, 439 

 

BOARD OF REGISTRARS 

  Compensation--(GBLA) 1969, 1039; 1971, 1938; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1942; 1973, 456; 89-387, 

744; 93-883, 1993 1st Sp. Sess., 149; 99-331, 464 

  Election officials, compensation--(GBLA) 1976, 602 

  Election precincts, voting machines--(GBLA) 1963, 879; amended--(GBLA) 1965, 1168 

  Health insurance--98-633, 1389 

  Meeting days--(GBLA) 1969, 2344; 1971, 1631 

  Poll workers, compensation--84-512, 1131; 91-536, 964; 2003-251, 619; amended, retroactive effect--

2004-280, 386 

  Sick leave--1973, 456 

  Voter reidentification--1953, 457; 1971, 1683 

  Voting places, designation--1956, 125 

 

BOARD OF REVENUE--See also BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS; BOARD OF REVENUE AND 

CONTROL; COUNTY COMMISSION; COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

  Abolished--1931, 266; 1957, 30; 1969, 1674 

  Created--1907, 860; 1915, 75; 1935, 253; 1939, 133; 1949, 931 

  Districts altered--1953, 326 

  Purchasing, minimum bid contracts--1961, 472 

  Qualifications, election, and compensation--1949, 931 

 

BOARD OF REVENUE AND CONTROL--See also BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS; BOARD OF 

REVENUE; COUNTY COMMISSION; COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

  Claims payment for which the county is not liable--1957, 1129; repealed--1961, 416 

  Created--1957, 30 

 

BOATS 

  Boat license issuance by mail, fees--95-657, 1369 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Altered with Florida--1903, 481 

 

CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM 

  Employee incentive program established--93-925, 1993 1st Sp. Sess., 243 

  Established--1973, 1663; repealed--84-578, 1201; amended--93-696, 1331; 2005-123, 205 

  Personnel appeals board established--(GBLA) 1971, 3643; repealed--(GBLA) 1973, 1568 

 

CLERK, CIRCUIT COURT 

  Appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Clerical assistance--1945, 14; 1949, 222; 1951, 391; 1957, 35; 1961, 159; 1963, 598 

  Clerk-secretary (20th Jud. Cir.)--1959, 735; 1967, 564; 1969, 259; 1973, 134, 137 

  Compensation--1945, 14; 1957, 198; (GBLA) 1969, 2342; 1971, 1940; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1941; 

1973, 939; 1975, 1335, 2040 

  Expense allowance--1973, 842, 226; 1975, 1338, 2039 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 48 (ratified 1944)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of clerk. 

 



CONSTABLES 

  Appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Office abolished, referendum--98-236, 384 

 

CORONER 

  Appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Compensation--1961, 448; (GBLA) 1970, 2672; 1973, 225; 84-393, 902; 2007-214, 271 

  Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1971, 4275; 1975, 821; (GBLA) 1977, 928 

 

COTTONWOOD--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

COUNTY COMMISSION--See also BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS; BOARD OF REVENUE; 

BOARD OF REVENUE AND CONTROL; COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

  Chair, compensation--(GBLA) 1976, 729 

  Cleanup costs on private property, ratified--85-710, 1163 

  Compensation--(GBLA) 1963, 800; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1933; (GBLA) 1977, 932; 1978, 889, 85-

802, 1985 2nd Sp. Sess., 49; 93-881, 1993 1st Sp. Sess., 147; 2007-214, 271 

  Compensation, chair--2007-214, 271; amended--2016-232 

  Contingent fund--2007-216, 273 

  Districts and elections regulated--84-571, 1193; 86-174, 203 

  Expense allowance--87-441, 654 

  Federal Economic Opportunity Act, to qualify for funds--(GBLA) 1971, 4507 

  Loans authorized--1971, 3257 

  Nepotism, prohibited--1973, 1333 

  On-line computer service--97-869, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 221; 97-881, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 235 

  Planning and zoning, regulation by--1973, 1567 

  Sales and use tax, contract for administration and collection--89-480, 1003; amended--95-407, 856 

  Vacancies, prior actions validated--2012-455, 1271 

 

COUNTY EMPLOYEES--See also CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM 

  Clerks, maintenance engineer, employment--1973, 935 

  Compensation, minimum--1973, 839 

 

COUNTY OFFICERS 

  Constitutional Amendment 48 (ratified 1944)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

certain county officials. 

  Constitutional Amendment 589--95-383 (ratified 1996)--Supernumerary offices abolished, participation 

in employees’ retirement system. 

 

COUNTY SEAT 

  Location, referendum--1903, 72 

 

COURT COSTS 

  Increased for county jail, circuit clerk’s office, district attorney’s office--2009-394, 719 

  Increased for juvenile court services fund--96-642, 1023 

  Increased for law library--1965, 1124 

  Pretrial diversion fund (20th Jud. Cir.)--2003-225, 566; amended--2005-121, 201 

  Constitutional Amendment 605--96-403 (ratified 1996)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs. 

 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

  Criminal jurisdiction limited--1949, 345 



 

COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS--See also BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS; BOARD OF 

REVENUE; BOARD OF REVENUE AND CONTROL; COUNTY COMMISSION 

  Abolished--1935, 253 

  Appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Compensation while serving on board of review--1933, 21 

  Districts--1911, 172; 1935, 71, 253; 1939, 133; 1969, 1673 

  Established--1931, 266; 1935, 71 

 

COURT, CHANCERY 

  Attached to southeastern chancery division--1903, 228 

  Time of--1903, 228 

 

COURT, CIRCUIT 

  Attached to 12th Judicial Circuit--1903, 568 

  Family court division established (20th Jud. Cir.)--1975, 1168 

  Judge, compensation--1939, 97; 1963, 208; (20th Jud. Cir.) 88-612, 953 

  Judge, expense allowance (20th Jud. Cir.)--1975, 1697 

  Judge, Place No. 2, compensation--1973, 761 

  Judge, Place No. 2, office of clerk-secretary established (20th Jud. Cir.)--1969, 259; 1973, 134 

  Judgeship, additional created (20th Jud. Cir.)--1966, 266; 1975, 1168 

  Judgeship No. 4 created (20th Jud. Cir.)--90-539, 843 

  Register, clerical assistance--1945, 15; 1949, 125; 1951, 397; 1953, 208; 1957, 35; 1961, 159 

  Register, compensation--1945, 15, 16; 1951, 397; 1953, 208; 1957, 198; (GBLA) 1969, 2342; repealed--

(GBLA) 1971, 1935; 1971, 1955; 1973, 939; 1975, 1335, 2040 

  Register, employees, expenses out of county--1973, 227 

  Register, expense allowance--1973, 842, 226; 1975, 338, 2039 

  Reporter, compensation--(20th Jud. Cir.) 1957, 1132; (GBLA) 1969, 1449; (GBLA) 1971, 1681; 

    (20th Jud. Cir.) 1971, 1939; (GBLA) 1971, 1943; (20th Jud. Cir.) 1975, 1385, 2040; (20th Jud. Cir.) 

93-695, 1331; 99-312, 422 

  Time of--1903, 770 

  Witnesses, fees paid from general fund--1945, 21 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 48 (ratified 1944)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

register. 

 

COURT, COUNTY 

  Abolished--1947, 226 

  Bailiff, compensation--1973, 938 

  Established--1969, 971, 1150; 1975, 1774 

 

COURT, DISTRICT 

  Judge, additional--85-546, 795 

  Judge, compensation--88-612, 953 

 

COURT, INFERIOR 

  Established--1947, 226 

  Judge, compensation--1951, 402 

  Name changed to law and equity court--1949, 295 

 

COURT, LAW AND EQUITY 



  Abolished--1965, 289 

  Clerk and register, surety bonds--1949, 295 

  Compensation of officers--1961, 156 

  Costs, witness fees, and trial tax--1949, 533 

  Judge, compensation--1957, 198 

  Jurisdiction--1949, 295 

  Name of inferior court changed to--1949, 295 

  Reporter, appointment and compensation--1949, 295 

 

COURT, LAW AND EQUITY OF HOUSTON COUNTY 

  Abolished--1969, 971, 1150 

  Clerk and register, authority and duties--1966, 519 

  Established--1965, 289 

 

COURT, PROBATE 

  Boat license issuance by mail, fees --95-657, 1369 

  Business license renewal by mail--96-737, 1231 

  Business licenses, list of holders--97-510, 899 

  Business licenses, renewal by mail--96-737, 1231 

  Clerical assistance--1945, 7; 1949, 308; 1951, 400; 1953, 206; 1957, 35; 1961, 159 

  Compensation--1945, 7 

  Employees, expenses out of county--1973, 227 

  Filing fees--97-488, 848 

  Grantee name and address required on real estate conveyances--93-694, 1330 

  Judge, appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Judge, compensation--1931, 152; 1945, 7; 1957, 198; (GBLA) 1969, 1038; repealed--1971, 1935; 

(GBLA) 1971, 1944; 1973, 1334; (GBLA) 1976, 729; 2015-261 

  Judge, expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 1027; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1932; 80-548, 851 

  Judge, reimbursed for monetary loss--93-500, 839 

  Manufactured homes, duties relating to, transferred to revenue commissioner--2006-381, 980 

  Motor vehicle assessment and collection of ad valorem tax duties--(GBLA) 1971, 3013 

  Motor vehicle licenses, procedure re invalid checks--97-870, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 222; 97-883, 1997 1st 

Sp. Sess., 237 

  On-line computer service--97-869, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 221; 97-881, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 235 

  Probate transaction fee--2019-169 

  Recording fees--88-470, 721 

  Transaction fee--2020-191                                                                            

 

  Constitutional Amendment 48 (ratified 1944)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

probate judge. 

  Constitutional Amendment 898--2015-46 (ratified 2016)--Judge, equity jurisdiction with circuit court if 

licensed to practice law in state. 

  Constitutional Amendment 965--2019-190 (ratified 2020)-- Judge of probate, add’l qualifications 

required 

 

COURTHOUSE 

  Parking regulated--1971, 1626; (GBLA) 1971, 4499 

 

COWARTS--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

CREDIT CARDS 



  County officers authorized to accept--2000-380, 599 

 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY--See also SOLICITOR, COUNTY 

  Assistant, appointment and compensation (20th Jud. Cir.)--1975, 303, 349 

  Compensation (20th Jud. Cir.)--88-612, 953 

  Deputy for Henry County established (20th Jud. Cir.)--1971, 2027; 1973, 764 

  Deputy for Houston County abolished (20th Jud. Cir.)--1975, 303 

  Pretrial diversion program (20th Jud. Cir.), established--2003-225, 566; amended--2005-121, 201; 

amended--2010-739, 1867 

  Secretary, appointment and compensation (20th Jud. Cir.)--1963, 599; 1969, 260; 1973, 138 

  Solicitor's fund (20th Jud. Cir.)--1959, 1044 

 

DOTHAN--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

  Constitutional Amendment 429 (ratified 1982)--Acquisition and development of industrial parks 

authorized. 

  Constitutional Amendment 759--2003-187 (ratified 2004)--Acquisition and development of industrial 

parks authorized. 

 

ELECTIONS 

  Election officials, compensation--(GBLA) 1976, 602 

  Poll workers, compensation--84-512, 1131; 91-536, 964; 2003-251, 619; amended, retroactive effect--

2004-280, 386 

  Precinct Number Three divided into districts--1947, 335; 1973, 246 

  Precincts, voting machines--(GBLA) 1963, 879; amended--(GBLA) 1965, 1168 

  Voter reidentification--1953, 457; 1971, 1683 

  Voting places, designation--1956, 125 

 

ENGINEER, COUNTY 

  Qualifications--1978, 346 

  Selection, term and compensation--1945, 18; 1951, 387; 1957, 1026 

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNTY 

  Houston County established--1903, 225 

 

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND 

  Abolished--1945, 20  

  Regulated--1915, 383 

  Transfer from general fund--1939, 132 

 

FIRE PROTECTION 

  Ad valorem tax distribution, referendum--85-730, 1183 

  Fee levied on dwellings outside municipalities to fund--2000-473, 900; amended--2001-388, 496; 

amended--2006-241, 437 

 

GAME AND FISH 

  Game, protection--1903, 735 

 

GAMING 

  Dominoes allowed--(GBLA) 1963, 891; (GBLA) 1971, 1939 



 

GORDAN--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

HEALTH 

  Board of health, fees for certain services--88-286, 439 

  Health officer, appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Protective custody of mentally ill by designated law enforcement agency under certain conditions--2019-

535 

 

HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES 

  Engineer, qualifications--1978, 346 

  Engineer, selection, term, and compensation--1945, 18; 1951, 387; 1957, 1026 

  Highway commission established--1911, 203; repealed--1915, 325 

  Road foreman, office established--1935, 71, 251, 253; 1945, 18; 1949, 931 

  Road work, tax in lieu of--1927, 29; repealed--1927, 66 

  Street paving program, payment by property owners--79-656, 1136 

 

HOSPITALS 

  Board, compensation--1978, 410; 1978, 561 

 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

  Ad valorem tax distribution, referendum--85-730, 1183 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 429 (ratified 1982)--Acquisition and development of industrial parks 

authorized. 

 

JAILS 

  Jail concession for prisoners operated by sheriff--96-736, 1230 

  Jail store operated by sheriff--96-736, 1230 

 

JUNKYARDS 

  Abandoned automobiles, control and disposition, licensing of junkyards--1971, 3254; 1973, 248, 840 

 

JURIES 

  Compensation--(GBLA) 1969, 770; 1971, 1935; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1943 

  Commission, compensation--(GBLA) 1969, 1643; 1971, 1940; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1942; (GBLA) 

1975, 1387 

  Costs, witness fees, and trial tax--1943, 216 

  Court costs, witness fees, and trial tax of law and equity court--1949, 533 

 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 

  Appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Jurisdiction--1949, 345 

 

JUVENILES 

  Juvenile court services fund from court costs--96-642, 1023 

 

KINSEY--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

LAW LIBRARY 

  Established--1959, 1044; 1965, 1124 



 

LEGISLATURE 

  Attached to 35th senatorial district--1903, 364 

 

LICENSE COMMISSIONER 

  Office established, appointment and compensation--1975, 1955; repealed--1978, 434; 81-359, 525 

  Reimbursed for monetary loss--93-500, 839 

 

LICENSES 

  Boat license issuance by mail, fees--95-657, 1369 

  Business licenses, list of holders--97-510, 899 

  Business license renewal by mail--96-737, 1231 

  License plates, alternate method of assessing, paying taxes, and issuance--1971, 1936; amended--2007-

215, 272 

  Procedure re invalid checks--97-870, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 222; 97-883, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 237 

  Transaction fee, referendum--2020-191 

  

LOTTERY 

  Dominoes allowed--(GBLA) 1963, 891; (GBLA) 1971, 1939 

 

MADRID--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

MOTOR VEHICLES 

  Abandoned automobiles, control and disposition, licensing of junkyards--1971, 3254; 1973, 248, 840 

  Ad valorem tax on, duties of tax assessor and tax collector transferred to probate judge, fees--(GBLA) 

1971, 3013 

  License plates, alternate method of assessing, paying taxes, and issuance--1971, 1936; amended--2007-

215, 272 

  License tags, alternate method of assessing, paying taxes, and issuance--1971, 1936 

  Licenses, alternate method of issuance--(GBLA) 1969, 1060; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1941 

  Licenses, procedure re invalid checks--97-870, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 222; 97-883, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 237 

 

MUNICIPALITIES 

  Urban renewal, approval of voters of municipality affected required--(GBLA) 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 38 

  Urban renewal, powers of housing authorities and municipalities--1955, 1210; amended--1966, 214 

 

NOTARIES PUBLIC 

  Appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

 

PERSONNEL SYSTEM--See CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM 

 

PORT AUTHORITY 

  Ad valorem tax distribution, referendum--85-730, 1183 

 

PRISONS 

  Work release and pretrial release program--93-693, 1324 

  Work release program--97-675, 1300 

 

PROBATE JUDGE--See COURT, PROBATE 

 

PROPERTY 



  Abandoned property, sheriff to auction--97-487, 846 

  Books declared county property--1907, 647 

  Filing fees--97-488, 848 

  Grantee name and address required on real estate conveyances--93-694, 1330 

  Property assessments actual use--(GBLA) 1977, 921 

  On-line computer service--97-869, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 221; 97-881, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 235 

  Real and personal, evaluation--1976, 537 

  Recording fees--88-470, 721 

 

RECORDS 

  Filing fees--97-488, 848 

  Grantee name and address required on real estate conveyances--93-694, 1330 

  On-line computer service--97-869, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 221; 97-881, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 235 

  Recording fees--88-470, 721 

 

RELIEF ACTS 

  Aman, Herman--1961, 401 

  Culbreath, J. W.--1947, 371 

  Davis, J. B.--1959, 256 

  Dothan Lincoln-Mercury Co., Ltd.--1961, 1206 

  Gissendanner, Mrs. A. R.--1963, 600 

  Hall, C. C.--1953, 75 

  Hewes, Willie E.--1961, 403 

  Hicks, Harvey W.--1959, 256 

  Hollis, Haley A.--1959, 256 

  Jackson, F. C.--1959, 256 

  Johnson, Albert--1959, 256 

  Logue, J. A.--1959, 256 

  McSwain, Calvin--1947, 371 

  Raley, G. D.--1959, 256 

  Relief of certain individuals for church work--1973, 841 

  Trawick, Leslie and/or JoAnn--1971, 3253 

 

REVENUE COMMISSIONER 

  Budgetary operations merged--92-406, 835 

  Compensation--1973, 1196; 85-802, 1985 2nd Sp. Sess., 49 

  Employees, expenses out of county--1973, 227 

  Expense allowance and salary--1971, 2302; repealed 1973, 225; 1973, 226; 80-548, 851; 2017-69 

  Manufactured homes, duties relating to, transferred from judge of probate--2006-381, 980 

  Office established, consolidated and unified system of assessing and collecting taxes--1969, 2246 

  Reimbursed for monetary loss--93-500, 839 

  Salary--85-802, 2nd Sp. Sess., 49; repealed and replaced--2017-69 

 

SCHOOLS 

  Liquor tax for schools--1907, 292 

 

SHERIFF 

  Abandoned property auction--97-487, 846 

  Appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Arrest fees--1943, 216; 1949, 533 

  Compensation--1945, 8; 1947, 214; 1957, 198; (GBLA) 1969, 1039; 1971, 1630; repealed--(GBLA) 



1971, 1933; 1973, 227; 85-802, 1985 2nd Sp. Sess., 49; 91-485, 877; 2000-319, 504; 2007-214, 271; 

amended--2015-261 

  Deputy, additional--1939, 100 

  Deputy, compensation--1945, 8; 1947, 214; 1951, 396; 1955, 1152, 1157; 1957, 35; 1965, 231; 1969, 

503; (GBLA) 1969, 1040; 1971, 1934; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1944; 1973, 933 

  Expense allowance--91-486, 877 

  Highway and traffic fund, use--(GBLA) 1971, 3252 

  Jail store--96-736, 1230 

  Pistol permit fees--1967, 1495; 1976, 922; 84-488, 1106 amended--95-658, 1370 

  Protective custody of mentally ill by designated law enforcement agency under certain conditions--2019-

535 

  Retiring officer provided with badge and pistol--2013-294 

  Service of process fee, fund--2015-205; amended--2016-364 

  Uniform allowance--1956, 83 

  Work release program--93-693, 1324; 97-675, 1300 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 48 (ratified 1944)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

sheriff. 

 

SOLICITOR, COUNTY--See also DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

  Compensation--1951, 391; 1957, 34, 87 

 

SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS 

  Certain activities permitted--(GBLA) 1976, 451 

 

SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION 

  Appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Compensation--1949, 103; 1953, 39; 1957, 105 

  Election--1931, 16; (GBLA) 1977, 475 

 

TAX ASSESSOR 

  Ad valorem tax, duties of tax assessor and tax collector transferred to probate judge, fees--(GBLA) 

1971, 3013 

  Appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Clerical assistance--1949, 224; 1951, 394; 1953, 204; 1957, 35; 1961, 159 

  Compensation--1931, 152; 1945, 11; 1951, 394; 1953, 204; 1957, 198 

  Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 1037; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1932; 1971, 2302; repealed--1973, 

225 

  Office consolidated, revenue commissioner established--1969, 2246 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 48 (ratified 1944)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of tax 

assessor. 

 

TAX COLLECTOR 

  Ad valorem tax, duties of tax assessor and tax collector transferred to probate judge, fees--(GBLA) 

1971, 3013 

  Appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Clerical assistance--1949, 491; 1951, 389; 1953, 450; 1957, 35; 1961, 159 

  Compensation--1931, 152; 1945, 12; 1951, 389; 1957, 198 

  Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 1037; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1932; 1971, 2302; repealed--1973, 

225 



  Office consolidated, revenue commissioner established--1969, 2246 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 48 (ratified 1944)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of tax 

collector. 

 

TAXATION 

  Ad valorem tax assessment and collection on real properties exemption--(GBLA) 1977, 613 

  Ad valorem tax for industrial development, rural fire protection, and Port Authority, referendum--85-

730, 1183 

  Court costs, witness fees, and trial tax of law and equity court--1943, 216; 1949, 533 

  Gasoline tax--1936, 97; 1953, 158; 82-727, 183 

  Liquor tax--1907, 292 

  Lodgings tax outside of Dothan--2009-350, 673 

  Occupation tax--96-737, 1231; 97-510, 899 

  Payment by credit card authorized--2000-380, 599 

  Property assessments actual use--(GBLA) 1977, 921 

  Road work, tax in lieu of--1927, 29; repealed--1927, 66 

  Sales and use tax--89-296, 473; 89-480, 1003; amended--95-407, 856; amended--99-254, 337; amended-

-2007-322, 578; amended--2019-168 

  Tobacco tax, referendum--88-386, 572; amended--89-475, 997 

 

TREASURER, COUNTY 

  Appointment by Governor--1903, 56 

  Office abolished--1915, 172 

 

URBAN RENEWAL 

  Approval of voters of municipality affected required--(GBLA) 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 38 

  Powers of housing authorities and municipalities--1955, 1210; amended--1966, 214 

 

UTILITIES 

  City-county communications district, board--2005-114, 183; repealed--2015-347 

  City-county enhanced 911 board; members., terms--2015-347 

 

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS 

  Fee levied on dwellings outside municipalities to fund--2000-473, 900; amended--2001-388, 496; 

amended--2006-241, 437 

 

VOTERS 

  Board of registrars, eligible for health insurance--98-633, 1389 

  Election officials, compensation--(GBLA) 1976, 602 

  Election precincts, voting machines--(GBLA) 1963, 879; amended--(GBLA) 1965, 1168 

  Poll workers, compensation--84-512, 1131; 91-536, 964 

  Reidentification--1953, 457; 1971, 1683 

  Voting places, designation--1956, 125 

 

WATER AND WATERCOURSES 

  Port Authority, ad valorem tax distribution, referendum--85-730, 1183 

 

ZONING 

  Regulation by county commission--1973, 1567 

 



LOCAL LAWS APPLYING TO MUNICIPALITIES OF HOUSTON COUNTY 

 

ASHFORD 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Dispensary established--1900, 800 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1923, 269; 1961, 158 

 

CHARTER 

  Adopted--1892, 723 

 

AVON 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1957, 629; 1961, 401 

 

COTTONWOOD 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Dispensary established--1903, 453 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1949, 487; 1969, 1879 

 

COWARTS 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--80-551, 860; 2001-903, 3rd Sp. Sess., 744 

 

DOTHAN 

 

AIRPORTS 

  Joint city-county authority established--1961, 2374 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Dispensary established--1898, 103; 1907, 357 

  Prohibition, enacted--1898, 367 

  Sale on Sundays authorized, referendum--2009-385, 710; 2013-238, 571 

  Sale regulated--1978, 1192 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

  Election by defined districts and chair election by city at large, qualifications, terms, and compensation--

93-684, 1307; amended--95-701, 1517; amended--2006-349, 924 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 552--93-332, 504 (ratified 1994)--Legislature may provide for the election of 

city board of education by local act. 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1923, 63; 1947, 372; 1949, 920; 1951, 401; 1953, 321; 1956, 60; 1975, 1761; 



89-382, 740 

 

CHARTER 

  Adopted--1890, 204 

 

CITY ATTORNEY 

  Pretrial diversion program--2012-445, 1248 

 

CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM 

  Department head of city or county, reinstatement in classified service under certain conditions--1971, 

4276 

  Established--1947, 196; 1949, 489; 1959, 677; 1961, 734, 1162; 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 30; 1978, 895; 

amended--92-442, 876; amended--2018-521 

  Penalty for violation of corrupt practices--1957, 343, 475 

  Personnel board, director, compensation, meetings--1959, 677 

  Tests, requirements regulated--1975, 886 

  Unclassified service--1953, 158; 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 30 

 

CLERK, CIRCUIT COURT 

  Designated ex officio clerk of court of common pleas--1939, 86; 1943, 208 

 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

  Abolished--1947, 231 

  Clerk, office abolished--1939, 86 

  Clerk, office established--1931, 194 

  Established--1923, 288 

 

COURT, MUNICIPAL 

  Pretrial diversion program--2012-445, 1248 

 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

  Established--82-303, 393 

 

ELECTIONS 

  Municipal officers--1896, 787 

  Wards--1947, 336; (GBLA) 1973, 247 

 

GOVERNING BODY 

  Board of commissioners, created--1953, 294; 1959, 127 

  Board of commissioners, record of proceedings--1959, 1262  

  Bonds, issuance--1890, 769; 1892, 768; 1894, 1132; 1896, 458; 1898, 823; 1900, 36 

  City council, additional powers--1900, 30 

  City laws and ordinances, publication--1896, 918 

  Commission form of government, adopted--(GBLA) 1963, 727; (GBLA) 1971, 3431; 79-537, 959 

  Commission form of government, duty and compensation--(GBLA) 1963, 551 

  Commission form of government, election--(GBLA) 1973, 244; (GBLA) 1978, 561 

  Commission form of government, form prescribed--1961, 244; 1963, 727; 1969, 567, 707 

  Commission form of government, provided for--1959, 127; repealed--1961, 244; 1963, 727 

  Mayor, compensation--(GBLA) 1969, 567, 707 

 

RELIEF ACTS 



  Parrish, C. J., Jr.--1955, 297 

 

RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

  Clayton, Floyd, relief--1973, 245 

  Credit for prior service--1965, 191, 192; 1965 3rd Sp. Sess., 256; 1971, 313 

  Established--1953, 145; 1961, 449; 1971, 313; 1975, 55; 82-208, 249; amended--91-487, 878; amended 

and reenacted--97-660, 1263, 97-676, 1301; 99-316, 425; amended--2000-562, 1037; amended--

2001-895, 3rd Sp. Sess., 719; amended--2002-433, 1131 

  Funds, handling of--1965, 346, 747 

  Johnston, Hugh D., credited with prior service for retirement purposes--1965, 191 

  O'Neal, Harry L., credited with prior service for retirement purposes--1965 3rd Sp. Sess., 256 

  Pension and retirement system regulated--1978, 1821; 81-360, 526 

  Transfer to state retirement system authorized--2004-274, 380 

  Word, W. Ben, credited with prior service for retirement purposes--1965, 192 

 

STREETS 

  Portion of Ellis street vacated--1939, 137 

  Powell street vacated--1915, 475 

 

TAXATION 

  Ad valorem tax increased for education, library--2011-246, 397 

  Levy and collection of license taxes--1890, 795 

 

UTILITIES 

  City-county communications district, board--2005-114, 183; repealed--2015-347 

  City-county enhanced 911 board; members, terms--2015-347 

  Municipally owned public utility systems, referendum re transfer--(GBLA) 1969, 25, 261 

  Telecommunications systems, authorized--2000-574, 1057 

 

GORDON 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Dispensary, relieved of license payment--1907, 402 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--87-532, 810 

 

INCORPORATION 

  Gordon incorporated--1871, 265; 1890, 634 

 

KINSEY 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1959, 775; 1975, 864; 87-443, 655; 99-332, 465 

 

INCORPORATION 

  Dissolved--1915, 244 

 

MADRID 

 

BOUNDARIES 



  Corporate limits altered--1959, 443 

 

REHOBETH 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--97-489, 849 

 

TAYLOR 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1973, 136; 1977, 746; 1978, 433 

 

COURT, MUNICIPAL 

  Warrant recall fee--2017-311 

 

WEBB 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--81-639, 1056; 85-692, 1113; deannexation--2001-903, 3rd Sp. Sess., 744. 

 

COURT, MUNICIPAL 

  Warrant recall fee--2018-257 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

 

BINGO 

  Constitutional Amendment 569--94-606, 1120 (ratified 1994)--Bingo regulated. 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

  Constitutional Amendment 552--93-332, 504 (ratified 1994)--Dothan, legislature may provide for the 

election of city board of education by local act. 

 

COUNTY OFFICERS 

  Constitutional Amendment 48 (ratified 1944)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

certain county officials. 

 

COURT COSTS 

  Constitutional Amendment 605--96-403 (ratified 1996)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs. 

 

COURT, PROBATE 

  Constitutional Amendment 48 (ratified 1944)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

probate judge. 

  Constitutional Amendment 898--2015-46 (ratified 2016)--Judge, equity jurisdiction with circuit court if 

licensed to practice law in state. 

  Constitutional Amendment 965--2019-190 (ratified 2020)-- Judge of probate, add’l qualifications 

required  

  

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

  Constitutional Amendment 429 (ratified 1982)--Acquisition and development of industrial parks 

authorized. 



  Constitutional Amendment 759--2003-187 (ratified 2004)--Acquisition and development of industrial 

parks authorized. 

 

RETIREMENT 

  Constitutional Amendment 589--95-383 (ratified 1996)--Supernumerary system phased-out, 

participation in employees' retirement system by certain elected public officials.  

 

 

  



 


