Commission on 21st Century Firearm Laws Public Hearing, November 30, 2017
Statement of the Alabama Chapter of Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America1
Good morning and thank you for the opportunity to speak today. My name is Anne Leader, and I live in
Auburn. I am a volunteer with the Alabama Chapter of Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America
(part of Everytown for Gun Safety), a grassroots movement of concerned citizens fighting for public
safety measures that respect the Second Amendment while also protecting us from gun violence.
We are not “anti-gun.” Our work to end gun violence comes from our commitment to making Alabama’s
communities safer.
The primary proposal being considered by the Commission would repeal a requirement that has been on
the books since 19362 – that persons must get a permit to carry a concealed weapon in public. We urge
this Commission to recommend that we not dismantle our existing gun laws and instead enact commonsense legislation that research shows will help reduce gun violence.
It is unclear why we would want to eliminate a requirement that law enforcement continuously tells us
works to keep the citizens of Alabama safe. Evidence from other permitless-carry states should give us
pause.
Since legalizing permitless carry in Arizona, aggravated assaults with a firearm have increased by 44%,
even though the downward trend in gun homicide that began prior to enacting the law continues.3
Homicides are not the only indicator of gun violence. For example, Alaska and Wyoming, frequently held
up as places where permitless carry has been successful, ranked first and third respectively for firearm
death per capita in 2015.4
Missouri, which became a permitless carry state in 2017, has also seen an almost immediate uptick in
certain gun crimes, including a 15% increase in aggravated assaults and a 69% increase in overall
homicides in St. Louis County.5
Additionally, since Alabama doesn’t require background checks on all gun sales, people can buy a gun
from unlicensed sellers without any background check whatsoever. If our permit system is repealed, a
person could buy a gun and immediately carry it concealed in public – no background check required.
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Some say, well, Alabamians can already do that with openly carried firearms. This is true. But just
because the law allows for open carry without a permit, doesn’t mean we should roll back the law further
– especially against the advice of Alabama’s law enforcement experts.
Furthermore, Alabamians overwhelmingly support the permit requirement. In a recent poll conducted by
Survey USA on behalf of Everytown for Gun Safety, 89% of Alabama voters, including 94% of
Republicans, 89% of gun owners, and 96% of permit holders, supported requiring a permit to carry a
concealed handgun in public in Alabama.6
Instead of rolling back laws we know keep us safer, we should be looking for ways to keep guns out of
the hands of people with dangerous histories, like requiring background checks on all gun sales, also
supported by 89% of Alabama voters.7
In 2015, the last year for which nationwide data is available, Alabama had the 3rd highest rate of firearm
deaths per capita.8 But, in states that require background checks for all gun sales,9 there are 47% fewer
women shot to death by intimate partners, 47% fewer gun suicides, 48% less illegal gun trafficking, and
53% fewer law enforcement officers shot and killed in the line of duty.10
We also know that 54% of mass shooters have a history of domestic or family violence.11 We should
work to expand Alabama’s law barring domestic abusers from buying or owning guns to cover abusive
dating partners. In 2016, 42% of Alabama’s domestic violence victims were girlfriends or ex-girlfriends.12
We should also require domestic abusers to turn in the guns they already have when they become legally
prohibited from having them. This policy has been implemented successfully in many states, and the data
shows that cities in these states see a 25% reduction in intimate partner gun homicides.13
These are just some of the proactive solutions we could adopt to end gun violence in Alabama.14 We
should heed the lessons and research from other states and work to reduce gun deaths in our state. Thank
you for your time.
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